The dental care of U.S. children: access, use and referrals by nondentist providers, 2003.
Improvements in oral health care services have not reached evenly across every segment of American society. The authors examine the role of nondentist practitioners in referring child patients for dental care by analyzing data from the 2003 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey conducted by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality and the National Center for Health Statistics. The authors provide national estimates of the percentage of the civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United States aged 2 through 17 years who had a dental visit, who had a dental checkup and who received advice from a nondentist health care provider to have a dental checkup. Overall, 38 percent of all poor, near-poor or low-income children and 60 percent of all middle- or high-income children aged 2 through 17 years reported having had a dental checkup during 2003. The authors observed no significant differences between poor, near-poor and low-income children and higher-income children in terms of having been advised by a nondentist health care provider to have a dental checkup. Although income may not predict the likelihood of patients' receiving advice from a nondentist health care provider to have a dental checkup, children from families with higher levels of income were more likely to seek dental care than were children from families with lower levels of income. Practice Implications. Efforts to increase access to dental care should aim to maximize the benefit of advice provided by nondentist health care practitioners to receive a dental checkup, so that children from families with limited income are as likely to receive a dental checkup as are children from families with higher levels of income.